This Page Is Inserted by IFW Operations 
and is not a part of the Official Record 



BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of 
the original documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images may include (but are not limited to): 

• BLACK BORDERS 

• TEXT CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

• FADED TEXT 

• ILLEGIBLE TEXT 

• SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

• COLORED PHOTOS 

• BLACK OR VERY BLACK AND WHITE DARK PHOTOS 

• GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 



IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 



As rescanning documents will not correct images, 
please do not report the images to the 
Image Problem Mailbox. 



D<m< 



Attorney Dslket No. USG-3399 



substantially dewatering the hot slurry and shaping the 
dewatered slurry to form a composite product before rehydrating the 
hemihydrate back to gypsum; 

said improvement comprising monitoring the aspect ratio of said 
acicular calcium sulfate alpha hemihydrate crystals and adjusting the 
amount of alum used t© form said slurry, the amount of alum being 
sufficient to maintain the aspect ratio of said crystals to at least about 
5:1 and no greater than about 50:1 . 

14. The improved process of claim 13, wherein the amount of 
alum adjusted to maintain the aspect ratio of said crystals to at least 
about 10:1 and no greater than about 50:1. 
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